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December 2017 Christmas Masses

In Christmas we celebrate the truth that there is no separation between God and
creation.

Joan Chittister O.S.B. puts it this way:

“The very scandal of Christianity lies in the fact that it sees divinity in humanity. It’s a
hard idea to swallow, after all. Every major religion recognises the role of the Creator in
the development of life, of course. But in it? Part of it? Identified with it? Gods
everywhere look down from the heavens of the world religions and pronounce laws or
grapple with demons or pass judgment from on high. Only Christianity argues that the
Creator has taken on the flesh and blood of creation in order to bring us to assert the
divine in ourselves.

In the Christmas story we see God become helpless, become like us, become subject to
the tensions of growth, become flesh so that we might have the confidence to recognise
that we have the stuff it takes to become like God.

So what is this about renouncing flesh? How can we call the way God made us inherently
bad as philosophers have done since the time of Aristotle?

The poet, Elizabeth Browning, says of it, “Earth is crammed with heaven.”

The flesh, in other words, is all we have. It is our glory. It is our power. It is sweet. It is
beautiful. And it is the clay out of which we shape a better tomorrow.”

We are not created for separateness. Jesus puts spirit and matter together.

Mary was proclaimed by the Angel Gabriel to be “full of grace”! Christmas announces
that it is likewise so for each one of us. There is no separation between God and
creation.

Christine Clarke, Parishioner

Carmelite Prior & Parish Priest: Fr. Wayne Stanhope O.Carm
Office: Janelle Bou-Samra (Parish Secretary) Jenette Free (Finance)
email: mtcarmel@bne.catholic.net.au finance.mtcarmel@bne.catholic.net.au

Office Hours: 8:45am-4:00pm, Mon-Thu
Office Closed on Friday
Telephone: 33971587
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Weekends
Saturday Vigil: 6pm Ursula McNab and
Sunday: 8:30am & 5:30pm Family would [ike to
Weekdays: Monday sincerely thank you for
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday|| Your kind words, thoughts,
9:00am presence and prayers on

Tuesday: Liturgy of the Word || the recent passing of Bob.
and Communion in the Sacristy
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A Mass of Anointing is held on the first Wednesday of
every month at 10:00am followed by morning tea.

HE PARISH OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED FROM MONDAY 18
December 2017, re opening

Rosary: Mondays after 9:00am | |on Monday 15 January 2018.
Mass

Reconcihiation: Saturdays 4:30 -
5:00pm

Wishing all Our Lady of Mt Carmel

Our Church is always open during daylight hours, fo Parishioners a safe and blessed
allow you the opportunity to come in and spend some Christmas
quiet time. )

A beginning point for discussion of this week's
Gospel with children:

Can you name all the different people involved in the
Christmas story.

Apart from the baby Jesus, who is your favourite
character? What makes them your favourite?

The birth of Jesus was an extraordinary event - God
becoming human.

What are some of the things in the Christmas story
that tell us something extraordinary is happening?

The angels told the shepherds that the Saviour was
born. What is a saviour?

How can a little baby be our saviour?
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Sun24Dec b2y Yonl Y al a

6:00pm Children’s Mass

8:00pm Vigil reading and
carols

8:30pm Christmas Eve

Mass
Mon 25 Dec 7:00am Mass
9:00am Mass
Sat 30 Dec  6:00pm Mass
Sun 31 Dec 8:30am Mass
b2z pYonlLlY al
Mon 1Jan 9:00am Solemnity of

Mary the Mother of God
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THANK YOU

A sincere thank you to all those who
have been so generous with their
time and support to various
ministries at Our Lady of Mt Carmel
Parish.

We look forward to the New Year
with confidence and optimism.
Wishing you and your families a safe
and happy Christmas.

Fr Wayne, Jenette Free and
Janelle BouSamra

COLUMBAN ART CALENDARS

Now available in the St Vincent de Paul
stall:

: A Christmas Cards -$3.00
for a pack of 8

2018 Columban Art

Calendars - $9.00

‘The Word was made flesh, he lived
among us, and we saw his glory.’
But the eternal Word of God, Jesus
Christ, does not just remain a word
uttered by God.

He is made flesh. He lives among
us. Jesus is truly our Emmanuel.
Jesus is truly God-with-us.

When God takes on our human
flesh, nothing can ever be the same
again. For not only is humanity
forever changed, but surely God is
forever changed, too.

God becomes one of us so that we
might become one with him. God
shares in our human life so that we
may share in his divine life. That is
the heart of the mystery of the
Incarnation. This is
why we echo the
angels’ song of
praise.

Anthony Doran




Mass Intentions

Recently Deceased:

Bishop John Gerry, Mary McLaughlin,
Anne Jones, Kevin Rowan, Alan Doig,

Eucharistic Ministers and Ministers of
the Word for January 2018

Please see dates below and add your nam
one of the sign up sheets on the wall as yc
enter the foyer or the glass door at the side
entry if you can assist. Many Thanks for y

Doug Jones, Elsie Jones, Liam Goodwin, support.
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Eternal Rest grant un—l—oyt e[n %)Ry&érdl{.Y.
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Anniversaries and Memorials: 1% sunday
Andrew McNab O.Carm. £ g 7th 1 ! 1
We pray for our silgkeé 2 2 2
Jim Clifford, Claudia Mossop, 3 3 3
Patricia Mitchell, John Clarke. 4 4 4
There are envelopes at the back of the Church for 5 5 5
your Mass intentions.
Names will be removed after one month. Please 6 6 °
aadvise the Parish office if you would like a name to 7 7 7
remain or be removed. 2nd
Sunday 1 1 1
a9{{! D9 Cwha ¢19 gLbL{|¢69w{ |hC 5
13" & 14
/' haa bLhb ¢h ¢1 9 {L/yg 3 3
The Ministers of Communion to the Sick have a 4 4 4
break after Christmas until February 2018. 5 5 5
Wishing you and your families a Happy and Holy 6 6 6
Christmas. 7 7 7
3" Sunday
EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND S0t g 91° 1 1 1
MINISTERS OF THE WORD FOR 2 2 2
JANUARY 2018 3 3 3
4 4 4
As many of our regular ! : !
Eucharistic Ministers and
Ministers of the Word are away ° ° °
- : 7 7 7
rn nuary, we requir
during January, we require 7 Sunday
people to volunteer for these Masses. 1 1 1
th th
Please see the sign up sheets on the wall 27782871, 2 2
as you enter the church foyer and on the 3 3 5
glass doors at the side entry. 4 4 4
Thank you to all those who 5 5 5
support these Ministries. 6 6 6
7 7 7




